Death Certificate Attestation 


A death certificate is an official document that formally records the death of a person. This 
certificate is of critical importance as it is not only used for personal matters but also for legal 
purposes. It can be presented as proof of an individual’s death for various objectives like financial 
matters, legal proceedings, etc. 


A death certificate is a legal document issued by a relevant authority to officially declare the 
death of a person. The certificate contains information such as the name of the person, date of 
birth, date of death, place of death and the reason for death. The certificate contains a 
verification sign by a certified doctor who examined the deceased. 


A death certificate is intended to be used to indicate that the person mentioned in the certificate 
has passed away and should be confirmed as expired while considering any official matters. 
This certificate is also important as it furnishes the reason for death, which is indispensable in 
legal matters for various purposes such as criminal proceedings and financial claims. 


Undoubtedly, a death certificate is a significant document for various official purposes. However, 
only an attested certificate can be used abroad. Death certificate attestation is a 
non-educational certificate attestation and it is a mandatory procedure to get death benefits in 
foreign countries. 


Official authorities scrutinize the document and upon satisfaction authenticate it by official 
seal and signature. This enhances its credibility and enables it to be used 
internationally. 


Documents required for Death Certificate 
Attestation 


For attestation of the death certificate, the original death certificate and copies of the passport 
are required to be submitted to the official authorities. Photos and some supporting documents 
might also be requested by the authorities. 


Importance of Death Certificate Attestation 


From financial reasons to legal purposes, Death Certificate Attestation has several purposes 
in a foreign land. When an individual is expired, the death certificate helps the authority to 


conduct the procedure without the presence of the deceased. With the attestation procedure, 
the foreign embassy gets the assurance of the originality of the certificate and this gives peace 
of mind to both individuals and authorities. 


The importance of death certificate attestation cannot be overstated, especially in the context 
of international transactions and legal proceedings. The process of attestation ensures 
International Recognition to the certificate. It is essential for various legal processes, including 
property transfer, immigration, and estate settlements. Attestation can prevent document fraud. 


If in a foreign country, the property of a deceased person is to be used, the relatives of the dead 
person have to first submit the attested death certificate to prove the death and move forward 
with further proceedings. An attested death certificate is essential for various reasons. 


A death certificate serves as legal proof of a person's demise and it is required in handling the 
deceased's estate, inheritance matters and wills. An attested death certificate is mandatory to 
be furnished to claim insurance benefits. An attested death certificate is a certificate of 
confirmation. 


In certain foreign countries, the surviving family members may be granted various benefits or 
allowances and an attested death certificate is necessary to get these benefits. Attestation 
documents can be used for updating marital status on official records. This can be critical for 
matters like remarriage or property transfer. An attested death certificate along with other 
certificates is required, if you want to carry the mortal remains or ashes from one country to 
another country. 


Procedure of Death Certificate Attestation 


The process of death certificate attestation typically involves the following steps: 


Regional Attestation 


The death certificate must be first attested by the notaries. Notaries are official authorities who 
possess the right to authenticate the certificates. 


State Attestation: 


After local attestation, as a second step the document may need to be attested by the relevant 
state government authority or Home Department. Sub-Divisional Magistrate (SDM) can also 
conduct verification at the state level. 


MEA attestation: 


The next step after state level attestation is the MEA attestation. MEA, that is the Ministry of 
External Affairs, deals with the external affairs of a country and MEA attestation is required for 
the credibility of your document. Apostille attestation and Normal attestation are the two forms of 
MEA authentication. Countries signatory to the Hague Convention accept apostille documents 
and those who are not members of the Hague Convention follow the Normal attestation 
procedure. 


Embassy Attestation: 


For countries that are not part of the Hague Convention, the death certificate must be attested 
by the embassy or consulate of the destination country in the issuing country. This procedure is 
not mandatory in all countries. 


MOFA attestation: 


Attestation by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or MOFA Attestation may be required in the 
destination country. 


If the death certificate is not in the official language of the destination country, a certified 
translation may be necessary before attestation. This is the general procedure of attestation, 
however, this may vary according to the countries involved. 


Time Required for Death Certificate Attestation 


The time frame for_ death certificate attestation can vary significantly based on several factors 
such as the complexity of the process, the government agencies involved, their availability and 
the destination country's requirements. Typically, the process can take almost a couple of 
week’s time. However, with the help of service providers, it can be completed in less time. 


The Cost Involved in Death Certificate Attestation 


The cost of death certificate attestation varies depending on several factors, including the 
issuing country, destination country, etc. Costs can include government fees, notary fees, and 
courier charges. It may also include translation fees. To budget beforehand, it is recommended 
to obtain a clear breakdown of all fees and charges from the relevant authorities or service 
providers. 


